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Abstract

This study aims to systematically explain the emotional, cognitive, and interactional mechanisms underlying destructive
communication patterns in couples experiencing chronic conflict. This qualitative review employed thematic analysis based
solely on systematic literature review. Following comprehensive database searches, 15 eligible studies were selected and
analyzed until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data coding and theme development were conducted using NVivo version
14 through open coding, conceptual organization, and theme integration. Three core themes emerged: emotional
dysregulation, cognitive distortions, and maladaptive interaction patterns. These systems function in a cyclical, self-
reinforcing manner, whereby heightened emotional reactivity, negative interpretations, demand—withdraw cycles, attack—
defense sequences, and communication avoidance perpetuate and intensify marital conflict. Marital conflict represents a
multidimensional phenomenon requiring simultaneous intervention across emotional, cognitive, and interactional domains.
The findings underscore the necessity of integrated couple-therapy models emphasizing emotion regulation, cognitive
restructuring, and interactional reorganization.

Keywords: marital conflict, destructive communication patterns, emotion regulation, cognitive distortion, couple therapy.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
mailto:reza.yousefimoghadam68@gmail.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

b33 ) OIS g (U ) 5! (i

.

4A0NR0

b blyy (pl CodS g 9980 wgaine pludl (slezl g SFLAGl, (Sl 0By Gl skt 5l (S 298 Ly,
S e (S35 sk 55 ooz 5 st M i el ol b S e Ll sl plomal 5 0315 L3 05053 Seadls o 0SS (s
ol Guals able (il woyie (Lol slagSll 4 el )51 Cy pae &jp0 50 45 Wisd o azlge (reje 5 il sla ol L
St |y adaly CaaS asl aS ases e lis e ey (Karney & Bradbury, 1995) 05,5 e e abal, ilg s o> g 05505
lagSIl B ol IS8 & LU ol o Gle 055 sl (2105 b agrye 53 (g bl o oSl () la5 3925 B o 45 038 oo
ol o (Bradbury, Fincham, & Beach, 2000) sgi oo oo 29b; Sgm cimds Lol Jole a4 (5,5 il oo Hlojle o5
S0 el 5 Sl Glms glaanl B lag] o 4 wisd e el el (295 Llste 4 VL S5 Gl lags; wosz iy
Salzdl oo ably (S0 9 AT 395k 4 eaLS Lo giiogS a5y

Lol boaisS o s et 5l S0 LS 5 (65,98l « s il by it bls | slagSl a5 wlosls lis Jeb Slalllas
S 5 el gl ol (Gottman, 1999; Markman, Rhoades, Stanley, Ragan, & Whitton, 2010) aie 3 5 sk
Ngdige b abaly 5o Jelad bales JlS L 4y g jaiay 5 WS oo JS8 @S5l (2SLs (B3l 5 g llmee oulail 55 (ezrg) Sl
sl 1) Al Jo cod)b g ools ialial 1) o STy Sud o gite Slbad o pde 5o Sl a5 wiS o aST ol eulais 4l
Gross, ) wisd oo 2ozl b g,lxtil (Glmn lagSl o)l ilaie (555 90dS slr ay ST L agzrlye 1o (g o4 slaigTay s oo
Glcasdse ;5 Hall (Siwds (S pud Jlb o ool (las (Swcds ala e laiaghy GNes s 3l (2015
Bowlby, ) S o wois | aileas o ey sla STy 5 oo J S 5 dags )b slaailis & conlos (133l corge uel ol
.(1988; Mikulincer & Shaver, 2016

slasliwl Jolds lack, 25 (ol s o0 @) bt (SIS lacky 20 5l 6 )lsline joboas YU (2,15 sl slagg) (25 lid gl 5o
S oyl polae (hie okl 9o o5 Sl unen 5l dilioadly e Ol g S lajgl Gluanrl SE ( SliSoed ileas
oS o )ls oSt S opl 5 aeily Loy ks, - s5ls Jow (Epstein & Baucom, 2002; Dattilio, 2010) s o Jlie
Beck, ) wiS oo Ll oyl (5,13, 5 Sloms sloiiSTy ¢ el o)l slaolayg, los owbol slalawly i craz g3 slaygb o lacesls
Slossl 5 Wsd oo hrod ble 2ol Sl 4 wgae SFLL LSl Gl e 0 Sz s (> S e (2011
S s e |y Oy bl

alox 5l a5 Wgd oo L8 T Lol bli)l sleas > o YL ol Glls slazg; aS wilosls las SIS slo rog sy o glolss Jlais 5

S S V- P OW PO S P JPC [P RN



e P51 & 0 S oS (G Lyl 5 omed | PO A g

Christensen & Heavey, ) sslxl o able alols 3 goull cogas Giolidl 4 095 Jolai cpl g 000 oo ol e b olux
bl )l ol e e (55,088 alazais - o sloas ;> LS 1o 51 1 .(1990; Overall, Fletcher, Simpson, & Sibley, 2009
Bradbury et al., 2000; ) w5 o Jowd Jlaul (o,ls 5l oosSCogiiogs collsi 4 |y gy Jolss [lslo (60,8 sloy e Al 4
(Karney & Bradbury, 1995

A5 G52 5 ey Sl Sedle 2 i (25805 GBI 00 S Sladly oS 098 e ez p Sloj oy Gl (o) 2 Seres
Cols, uals 5 lg,y - glows OS] (Ol hasl ¢ ol (]3I0 gy auads (5l aS wilesls lis sasie Sl .ogl 42 )5
Cummings & Davies, 2010; ) s,ls ,lobie bls )| Loasxs 5 6,8, « Slmd OMSew b j (5555 ;0 5 Cawl ol o Sus; 5
o sl slazs; yo bli ) o yse slagSl sanms JSi s3lisyly, sl g5l olulis «opl s (Fincham & Beach, 2010
5315 bl (35,5 505 Kty 5 il it 51 a5l 5, a5 s VU

Sygots Sllns ol A Ll WS ls 535 a5 (68, b s (e sloailie ooy & soaeEe sloias 42T
5 SIS 4 a5 (Bliyls) eantien ;s sleanld l Gl lSe ngai 5 wlad pll s 6,10 slaogz by B 4o 5 0aisTy,
i) 53 ohgds dgh S ol (Baucom, Epstein, & Kirby, 2015) aias o 1)l wigd oo yorie bli)l o5 slagSl polss
ooy sylsle 4y g atd) 1 Jsene slo o)l gl Sl gl Jlolss slagSll a5 plags; soesl Sougmne Y (5,15 Il slags)
Ol Gooe Lally) 25 4 Wi oo lataghy diepllis 950 )3 (S g (S 3,509, e9y00) 5l el ol oo SBE5LLL eadeeis
335 in bl e slagSl 5l ol paade (e ) 5 sholas 5 U o lran (slaailhe

b lyy e 4 dagl (&S o 5 (Maller pine Slalllas slaaidl, 3al LU sl oo (>lib 68,505, oz b pol> (e
obs glacy o Gl colas o e wrs (lid adsS o addllas cpl o3l 0 YU ol sl slazg) jo bl )l o pee slagSl
Rl e "“*5@ Sl ) fpeye 255 51 s)lal Hlsle 4 N9 0 Mo )i,a&, Gly 3 S )lf}t**’l" g}-"l-‘-‘ 6“@‘ 9
Lulyy Gialo® 5l St 5 (bl slac lee (90l wiadon gloys oMElae ()b sl el (6,0 slis Wl oo Loy ,8
LS 00lgils cdls 5 Slopozs ej9> o o] slagiashy sl slosl s 5 95le ol 25505

by

shlo slozg) ;o (bl o slaslll (o 5 alolid Baa b oS ol (fond 3509, b (AS )90 addllae S5 2ol taghy
Sllllas )25 Slo gy sole SYlie alS” Lol Aoy anel> ggdge (Llow 5 (65l Cumle 4y g3 b sl oads gl b (5,15
3 g paseie Gloj o3l ;0 a5 0o yBe (bl slagSl g gy bLI | 05hl5 Slo,lad oje> b il e atepllss glaygye 5 &S

o ol lgieds cole oliwl ( Sludl (Bauses Lie gl 4 gl cpl o loads piiie J5lo g el pine cole sloolKL



b33 ) OIS g (U ) 5! (i

s el 01,15 5l el gl Glanl b Slyime 5 estie bl o i a5 ciiie allie 1O Calyd ,0 5 Ld 48,5 i o
0 5k potie 5 o3b eols wyoz mulie Sl il3El b 45 Line (s s plool o,k glel ol Lulul s alie slows oyl ol
35y 03y S 4y sastie SLogSl 5wl gos 00933 (Lo ozl

SCOPUS ki cale ools (gloolSyly ;o 00 S (s jshiie (s 05 sale (ygie aiepllsi j9p0 1 (e Wodls (10,5 (b,
bLs ) &« ogi0;5 (o > S 5l Sleeslgands ol alxl ow)lb ixe slaolsl 3 Google Scholar PubMed Web of Science
391955 3 b 4385 IS @ oy T oSl slaJolan 5 craza )l &Sy lags o pe (bl slagIh oz
)5 Es090 b madias BLI | ol 99,5 (sl )lixe 28,5 Sjn0 LolS (0 5 oS (lgie dlpo dns 0 (6,50 58 anl Bl 4l
W8 Ly id SYle (Jlie po 05 yemme SBlome 5o Ll 5 caslie sale Sk Sl 5yl055 s ((BLI| slean TS 55 e e
9 sogtde SUE (n il axly &5 allie 10 Culed jo wiad Bdo tegh 5l (Z9ip Sladumes p S a5 b L (S by, Cudlid
s ) el Ll b (gl ciogs  Jalos

VE 2 NVIVO I3l 55 o)l cseite (550 S ol il plonil (gane Jeloi (g 2 (e 9 S el 9,505, L Waools ko
g bawly Gluais) Jolse (( bli)l o gl b s olos sbasly 5 <85 sll 5L (6 0505 wuss al>jo o o
o Ol Luly) 5 0ad (moplojls osehe sladlsio (B 5o adsl GloaS pgo al>ye o wiad glpul (3, sl
oy SagSll IS LSl Klo oS a5 JSs ol (slae dadlsie (20Vh 5 pleol Gyl 5l ipgw al>ye 0 035 anosz )lx
4 i iz allie (09381 45 (glaigTay sl dolol (65 eledl 4y b b v al 3 oy Vb (6,5 slls sl o (bl
dnlie oS pglae (ool daaidly jlel (Aol sln 09 odnm) (llod DS 4 slae 4l g Wb ood (G b b porde j5eb
1285 plodl b Gleo (oogpio ploeadl (o) 2 9 lie (arkas

baisl

23 g 5 Rl S| (b e 45 el G LS VU G5 syl slagss o Sls ol (i ol geie (i
O3l o ble oS irare Slod G 28Ty o higTe )l ety bl aLle ol s A3l el 53 lag T sl
sl 1) Slrs 6 lubl 5l laSus [ KuSs S o Lible (6,50 LS slads > 5 ailaas Sbws Yol (el (Siwds slagSl
w2y € Sbmd DM oy g (Slmed Wl G pd STy &5 wed co (LA eyl 098 se DLE S wadd ledine) oS S (o
sl 3)lg sl o sl & oy (il i 53 5 39,5 o (IS sla i, Gl g Jen Sl ge (SSLE 3l tals
Sl oladlogs o Jlgl g ol GoS e (lojen (Gottman, 1999; Gross, 2015) weds o blite (i) g iz o>

Ngy g Mo j9p SAble 6505 L Glmea lalmiil LB o SLSL Ljget 45 29d 0 gl g piit AL ez ge ol



e P51 & 0 S oS (G Lyl 5 omed | PO A g

s slagSl o Jles (Greenberg & Johnson, 1988; Mikulincer & Shaver, 2016) oS o caess |, fuzg; Sbws
b izl o elis sla STy 5 ools Gl 1y JS b oyb cloailiss & cnzrs) ol ol o)l (slacoase 1o o234 (el
Ll (550, 5 ible (gilylisl o ko e Cogpas T3 b eis j5bas aad 2 ol 45 OIS e a5 | i
Sloes Cul aSh wiS e S5 |y Loyl o ksas bl gbes ksl o (Bowlby, 1988; Johnson, 2004) aiiws ks e
Cordova et al., 2005; Overall et ) aas oo G (0,05 ol 8 oo a1y abasl) oo 9 03k oo Wogs (ol jebas 55 |, abal
.@l., 2015

SlastSTly Jyame Bro (uzgs ol sl a5 a5 s e ol o y3e Sl )l 3 (o3 hs slack 25 (i (ol Ggeise (pragd
SE e ghie @bl (5T g ls ady; HEGLLL Glaysl 5 SFLS il s SlagSl )0 Bree jbay aSl (s Slxee
S laos s Slem b o aladls G oo 5 e slaailis a4 oLl ax g @l WS iden ol slapllss ¢ Sleyad glallas ] Kilanx s
Beck, 2011; Epstein & ) aijlu oo (hgase Soba |y adaly comdly 5l gy STiol a5 ain 3Ll slo ) Sg5le o Soge dhox
SoS 2,5 ;2 5000 sl dileas O jsods jued Cude S b S sla,lis ) aS Wisd o i ge oy o0 o] (Baucom, 2002
Fincham & Bradbury, ) w5 s asais 1) (Saileyo 5 soleiel o o ol wlas] ol ol a8 05,5 s alal, 3bg)d 5l slailis &
2 llplsesls oS 1) gy (S5bs g pdylas (g5l Sl g b i o)ys Kiglas slajsl 5 jloanzls Sa (1993
ool g5kl yo abibl> a5 o umee (Dattilio, 2010) s o L85 bl sla 2iSTy 5 4l WS slacsglad as >
Ol saelas jobay (o)le5 oaisST ol Bad g 358 oS 5 aLdIS la o)l Sl b b was (o)l 8 09d e e el Bl
gl 59, i) g 05,5 Z,l5 dilaie (55590 s 1) gy Ol cogare 3Ll 4l ol (Halford et al., 2007) wib
(Baucom et al., 2015) s;lu o pal,8 1) bli )| Cwgas 5 goleiel o qopliiegu Il

Dy s 53 LS Sl g Gl ol ol el 45 W3 e LS L el (slagl e (Lol geie rage
58 sloo pal) (s S0 LS Lol (o550l calomad 5 alax wpaid sloas 2 Jold a5 b o (o 5 e Jlasly (slagSIT LB o
o oanS g siigS O ygoa gl pl sl (2)l5 Ll slaas 1z 5 698 sl e (AR (bl )| Lzl (bl 55 5elss alal
Christensen & Heavey, 1990; ) aijlu oo Jsous alal, oysee sl i cods Glp sio)d 4 l) oz o)l 0 5 0S o
S8 b ol b (6,508 5 90 oo ylas jiaSTy adllas g )Lad b g 5l (SO s S0, ls—Lolas 5531, (Markman et al., 2010
WS (oo wals Bk 9o e 3 ) (F5)a8 0 g i )b eleal aSh Siluee (Seal]; (B Jo LiSa a2 2l &5 was o By
Caal g 00,5 hawd &508 0,5 lawe a1y abasl) (6Lad (eie (55,98l b ol yos S g adalu slas pal, (Overall et al., 2014)
T il ,d Coge o bl Cluxl g 60,8 sle; e 2 (Knobloch & Solomon, 2004) sl oo cinds | (g5 Sl

Bradbury et al., 2000; Karney ) s,ls o 45 oo J> (2,05 g cpoye (it 5l glas > jo 1) alaly 5 05 so (Joud § Coapans wlaiel



b33 ) OIS g (U ) 5! (i

W, 0y g oy e 53 ool il 5 00,5 i |y Lo la5 5)luly 5Ll Lolss ksl ol wiules o (& Bradbury, 1995
S e ol

S35 4 g S

(Smp ool pllas s odizmy 2Seayn Jol> Y 55 L slags; 5o (bl oy slagslas ol plas faghy Gl sleasdly
(St gl ;0 Wil o e (Bl pglad 4 g 0T ge JLd 1) K00SG eaiS Ly siings g GlaS 2 O jgo 4 aS el lolad g SSL
) s Jo 5 (Joon o bt (33105 ()lg5 5 3500 g0 455 plae (S Sl Coamdg jo ) Guzgs il (6 pdy STy g Sl selai o
st Jlol (i slaglms fiosd 5o Il sas oo (LaS a5 conl (lgan ()5 Gl elass Joo L asdly ol W3S o0 rpnds
Sl a5 was oo (i eilE sla e gy oSl b gucen (GFOSS, 2015) aas so (il38l 1, SGop OMlss jo o 50 g ST
a2 go Ghals Sada |y aluly CudS ol eje jeax g aites (05805 65l0bU Glacm i 2 FE98 3 G g pdS o LS

Gl a5 gldigfas ol a0 Jidgh (pl o Lo, sleas > (gilw Jled o el ui“...Jo R IRRUeT V- (Gottman, 1999)

aLbai b asl pl e 5 olelis o) 55l la STy dins lesas Sbre (Soiis g Conmes | Clizl )b o bl 3l
oolb (Kds sl aas o lis aS oy elS Slssran g Jlaelre loys 059> ;0 amil> o iwghy 5 oIl (Sidd
(Bowlby, 1988; Johnson, 2004) wuss oo JS& 1) (25 45 amg) gl sgad 5 o )la3 Lo logiions

5 S slayol g Slozped Gludnxld Sa o ate goliwl (68 gw da SSLS slaca ou oS ol lis bl (S LS maw o
L oagzloe 10 s S oyl dload Ojgoas |y s sla)lid, a5 gy ile o)l pelas jo swlul L0s alasis e
Syl i aS Conl latren SO Ll Jow L al pl oo co lid ezl g 2l sl iiSTy ju cude b S slbS e
Sladllas b gy ol ol (uzen (Beck, 2011) oS o oSk Sl g Sl o o Sy B lid slacky 5 g el 5L
Al (o, s g oeal) culo,l eulS i cogere Sl la LSl weo co lid 4 cslisl en plSeL g iy
as 0,10 Slgen 5,5alle iegh by o Atz p adl (o aS b o)l Sles b o alisl> a5 (Epstein & Baucom, 2002)
S b el e g aiS (ilusl e g cin S Djgen | aldS Bl wls bled Y o)l sl slagsy wes e lis
(Halford et al., 2007) wle oo 2sais |) ayoz slo o )les

o9 tagd o yelie 5Ll g Sl 5,18 lagsIl LIB jo 3Ll g Sl sla Siadl ol aS ols oylid uls o Lobsd mlaw o
ool il Slulid Oy Dol s lsicay bl )l Clial 5 al Salalu slo,lid, glbo—des a5 1> (5,50 LS—Lolas 55Xl
ol Gl Jele St gy ablie slacSiiw (o Saleal was oo lis a5 Conl lgtren paiiing )5 ol Jow b e

S5 lelas slaas > cpl 0 a5 Slazg; aS das o ylis (peS Lo by wimen (Christensen & Heavey, 1990) el 506



e P51 & 0 S oS (G Lyl 5 omed | PO A g

(Markman et al., 2010) 55, 0 (i Slrmd Giolo,d S 4 abasl) e g 223 o Cawd 51 ]y puo 5 (155 59 p0dy gl o
oS 43 5.09,5 Jag 0aliS o giings &g 5Ll ol (slagSIl ams o (LiS oS Casgunas 525 5 poly Ghghy b pol> laasdly
(Bradbury et al., 2000) g o yoie abasly jo o,la5 JLsle

P ol 5o a8 ol rbanssiz ouuzn i Sy a8 ooz o0y S & (ezg) (o)l 45 Swo e LA Ghaghy cnl (IS sk
03lgils lapims oFaus b azs ol aisS o el 1) 0S5 158len g slas > & jqoay lolas sl )lid) o S lil oy o ¢ lons
M3 ¢l plis (Nichols & Davis, 2020) wls co (59,805 3 59,8039, Jlse lojed Jolts Jgamae 1) (0,5 a5 5l Slgseen
g0 ool e (slaas o S Il B aies 1E Baa | mhae v Gl Glejes ©)g0h Wb Hke Sleys

Ab G aiz e 08 o Lil coite Dlalllae aiels 5 kS 4 )] (Sisly 5 65500 Sonle 4 Bl e Ghgh ol slacusgae alex |
S & e Cadgame oLl (6 s Jlatzl Lol sl Jols Ll Comela (6,5 gLt 4 (ol g e mibie SLRIL
Lily) (02)75 i 5 eg) Al ) 4,55 painns (o 5l le il (sbaoosls 5l aslaial (i pimman 5,18 Sgg o piiie sla g
i 1 el s 00lizl 5,90 Slilllas (3l 5 (Kiph slacglis wonl 1 3l S5l Sgime | gl peesd Wlgi oo 45 Wb e
ol 4338 3 nazily

5 95319 ol il sagtie Joe (2,25 (3e3l 4 (Shne slaosls 5 (oS 5 slasihg, 5l eslital b ST slagiegy 09 ca Sleiin
Sy il oo Job Slalllas plowil pizman DS o) p 25 GlgSl (6,5 IS jo ) Sz g golaBl (Ko )8 sla e A
S gy |y Akl e b o)l e slay g5l g o5k pal ) e 135 j0 (o)l lagSIl Jozi 5l (65 380

S lock; 125 2ol olrep et 4z )LSs ot b Sleyogsy SNBINe o5 0 o 05T gl ol @l (50,18 oo 5|
Sloasly «Seatans 5 loeslred (5 L8 m LS slod oo, Bdli b odilgs o () Nleys aS 55 a3 lelas slagSl (5Ll
Slatles (el omizeen ams 8 Baa |y o] ol la)lisle aSh (o)l slaailis Lisas o5 wnles (b (¢ sl glalla
2o e 3l (5 Sy )0 S % S Wl e L2yl SldS sz 4 Cand (nazgy (BT Gl 5 s ebatiogs (LS
IS Lyl 00lgils s, Cedles sl 5

RLL TR

23,8 Lyl SLaS 185 (B g (oolod allie l (315 )0

&lo o,

S5 35z sadlie sl disS g ¢yl axlllas alocl o



b33 ) OIS g (U ) 5! (i

W 23190
el 03 5 Sl gl plml g a5 b dad o S Jgol polo gk Sl oaled )
@‘é}” 9 )&&S

Bloe Joe a Jloja8 g Sis ain S alen |y Lo iegh opl sl 0 a5 SluS eled

References

Baucom, D. H., Epstein, N. B., & Kirby, J. . (2015). Cognitive-behavioral couple therapy. In A. S. Gurman, J. L. Lebow, &
D. K. Snyder (Eds.), Clinical handbook of couple therapy (5th ed., pp. 31-72). Guilford Press.

Beck, A. T. (2011). Cognitive therapy of depression. Guilford Press.

Bowlby, J. (1988). A secure base: Parent-child attachment and healthy human development. Basic Books.

Bradbury, T. N., Fincham, F. D., & Beach, S. R. H. (2000). Research on the nature and determinants of marital satisfaction.
Journal of Marriage and the Family, 62(4), 964—980.

Christensen, A., & Heavey, C. L. (1990). Gender and social structure in the demand/withdraw pattern of marital conflict.
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 59(1), 73—81.

Cummings, E. M., & Davies, P. T. (2010). Marital conflict and children: An emotional security perspective. Guilford Press.

Dattilio, F. M. (2010). Cognitive-behavioral therapy with couples and families: A comprehensive guide for clinicians. Guilford
Press.

Epstein, N. B., & Baucom, D. H. (2002). Enhanced cognitive-behavioral therapy for couples: A contextual approach. American
Psychological Association.

Fincham, F. D., & Beach, S. R. H. (2010). Marriage in the new millennium: Challenges and prospects. Journal of Family Theory
& Review, 2(2), 114-124.

Gottman, ]. M. (1999). The marriage clinic: A scientifically based marital therapy. Norton.

Gross, J. J. (2015). Emotion regulation: Current status and future prospects. Psychological Inquiry, 26(1), 1-26.

Karney, B. R., & Bradbury, T. N. (1995). The longitudinal course of marital quality and stability. Psychological Bulletin, 118(1),
3-34.

Markman, H. J., Rhoades, G. K., Stanley, S. M., Ragan, E. P., & Whitton, S. W. (2010). The premarital communication roots
of marital distress and divorce. Journal of Family Psychology, 24(3), 289—298.

Mikulincer, M., & Shaver, P. R. (2016). Attachment in adulthood: Structure, dynamics, and change (2nd ed.). Guilford Press.



